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Dryden Central Schools

Athletic Code of Conduct

It is a privilege to represent the Dryden Central Schools Athletic Program.  The student-athlete's first responsibility is to represent the School, Athletic Program and Community with honesty and integrity.  This Code of Conduct is designed to assist you in competing at your optimum level as well as give you the structure necessary to succeed later on in life.  Great athletes perform at their best when they are in peak mental, emotional and physical condition.  All student-athletes and their parents are expected to recognize the need and importance of following our Code of Conduct.  

This Code of Conduct is in effect for the entire school year.
I. Behavior Expectations for student-athletes:
A. Demonstrate good sportsmanship/good attitude/good character on and off the field/court/pool.

B. Be a law-abiding citizen.

C. Bullying and hazing will not be tolerated.

D. Refrain from vulgar language and obscene gestures.

E. Treat coaches, officials, teammates, spectators and opponents with respect.

F. To attend and remain at all practices and contests unless excused by the coach.

G. Wear or use (and return at season’s end) athletic equipment or uniforms issued by the Dryden Central School District only for scheduled practices, contests or when authorized to by the coach.

H. Show respect for the property of others which includes times when you are on a bus, at another school, etc.

I. Not to use or be in possession of alcohol, illegal drugs/paraphernalia, tobacco products other illicit substances.  These products are illegal for minors and can create serious health problems.

J. Not to remain in the presence of the illegal use of alcohol, drugs, drug paraphernalia or any illicit substances.

K. Put forth their best effort in the classroom, abide by the teacher's educational, behavioral expectations as well as the Athletic Academic Eligibility Policy outlined on page three.

L. Refrain from inappropriate use of cell phones and social internet sites such as but not limited to myspace.com or facebook.com.

***Violations of the above behavior expectations will result in disciplinary action by the coach and/or Director of Athletics. Disciplinary actions range from reprimand to dismissal from the team.  
II. Disciplinary action related to Behavior Expectations:

A.  Violations of Behavior Expectation G:  (Wear or use, and return at season’s end, athletic equipment or uniforms issued by the Dryden Central School District).  Student-athletes, who do not return school issued equipment/uniforms in satisfactory condition, will be issued a bill.

B.  All suspensions for violations of Behavior Expectations I or J will carry over from season to season (including Spring to Fall).  Athletes suspended for violations of Rules I or J may try out for a team.  A clean slate for violations of Behavioral Expectations I or J is given to those students entering 9th grade.

C.  Violations of Behavior Expectation I:  (Athletes are not to use or be in possession of alcohol, illegal drugs/paraphernalia, tobacco products, or other illicit substances.)

1.
First violation- removal from the team and will not be recognized as a member of that team. In addition, the athlete will be given a 30-day suspension (not including Sundays) from participation (when the Athletic Program is active) (this includes tryout periods).

2.
 Second violation- suspension from athletic team participation for one calendar year. 

3.
Third violation- suspended from further participation in the Athletic Program for the remainder of the athlete's career.

D.
Violations of Behavior Expectation J: (Athletes are not to remain in the presence of the illegal use of alcohol, drugs, drug paraphernalia or any illicit substances).

1.
First violation- suspension from 10% of athletic contests.  They must practice but cannot play in a game/match/meet.

2.
Second violation- suspension from 25% of athletic contests.  They must practice but cannot play in a game/match/meet.

3.
Third violation- Removal from the team will not be recognized at any awards night, etc.

***
J.V. or Varsity athletes who have violated Behavior Expectation J will be in street clothes for contests and must sit on the bench with the team.  

***
Modified athletes who have violated Behavior Expectation J will not be allowed to travel to away games/meets/matches but must practice with the team.  He/She must also be in street clothes, on the bench, for home contests.

***
Failure to comply with the terms of any suspension will result in additional disciplinary action from the Coach and/or Athletic Director.
III.
Athletic consequences related to school disciplinary action:

A.
Out of School Suspension (O.S.S.) - Athletes assigned O.S.S., are ineligible to practice, attend or play in a game until they return to school.  They will also serve/experience a minimum of one (1) game suspension.  *Second Offense will result in dismissal from the team.

B.
In-School Suspension (I.S.S.) (C.P.R.) - Athletes assigned I.S.S. by an Administrator, are ineligible to practice or play on those days that they are in I.S.S, and can result in further disciplinary action by the Coach and/or Athletic Director.

IV.
Interscholastic Athletics Academic Eligibility Policy: 

Failing 1 subject: If a student is failing 1 subject at the end of the marking period, they will be placed on probation and will work with their coach on an improvement plan.  The student may practice and play during this probationary period. Periodic communication with the student-athlete’s teacher is recommended. 
Failing 2-3 subjects:  If a student is failing 2 or 3 subjects the athlete may practice but may not participate in contests for a period of two weeks. Most communication concerning athletes on academic probation will be done electronically. It will be initiated by the Athletic Office every two weeks. If at the end of one of the two week intervals, the student is passing, they are deemed eligible to play in contests for the next two weeks. This process continues for the remainder of the marking period.
Failing 4 or more subjects:  If a student-athlete is failing 4 or more subjects: a meeting will be held with the athlete, parent, coach and Athletic Director to assess a “game plan”.  This game plan may include anything from replicating the present process (for failing 2-3 subjects) to dismissal from the team. 
Academic probation carries over from season to season. The Athletic Director will email each coach the failure list/status of each member of their team prior to the start of their season.
V.
 Additional reminders:

A.
Quitting a team- If an athlete quits a team, in poor standing with the team/coach, they are not allowed to go out for another sport in the same sports season. They also must meet with the Athletic Director and Coach (within two days of quitting the team) in order to tryout for a team in the next sports season.  Emails and texts are not acceptable methods when exiting a program.
B.
Arrival time for athletes- Athletes must comply with the District's Extra-curricular attendance policy (#7410) in order to be eligible to participate in an activity that day.  An excerpt from Policy #7410, not to be limited to:  “To be eligible for any extracurricular activity, a student must attend school for the whole school day in order to participate in a practice, game, event, rehearsal, or performance later that same day.  The exception is to be legally excused for reasons other than illness.  Students absent from school and wishing to practice or participate in activities must report to the Building Principal or Director for permission subject to the Code of Conduct.”

C.
Team cuts- If an athlete is cut from a team they are allowed to join another team if that team does not have cuts. The deadline is one week from the beginning of the season.
D.
Physical Education participation- If an athlete elects not to participate in or is not prepared for Physical Education, they are ineligible to play or practice in their sport event that day.  

E.
Unexcused absence from practice- Refer to your son/daughter’s Coaches expectations handbook.

F.
Transportation to contests- Athletes must ride to contests on the transportation provided by the district.  If there is an emergency situation, an exception may be granted by the Director of Athletics.

G.
Transportation back to Dryden- only parents/guardians are permitted to “sign their daughter or son out”. The Coach will have a list for those types of sign-outs following a contest.

H.
Athletic Eligibility Standards- No student-athlete may participate in our Athletic Program unless they have fulfilled all obligations for eligibility as deemed mandatory by the 
V.
 Additional reminders:  (continued)

N.Y.S.P.H.S.A.A., Section IV, the I.A.C. and the Dryden Central School District.  This includes, but not limited to, having an updated physical exam, current tetanus shot, has returned his/her Health update form and has been cleared by the school nurse.
I. Ejection from a game- Section IV mandates that any student-athlete who is ejected from a


game, by an official, is ineligible to participate in the next scheduled contest.

J.
Theft or vandalism- In cases involving theft or vandalism, the athlete will be required to pay for the replacement of the item or damages.  Additional punishment can range from a reprimand to dismissal from the team.
K. Sport specific rules- Coaches have the prerogative of developing sport specific rules and regulations.  Such rules may not be less than those outlined in this Code of Conduct.

L.
Website pictures- Unless you contact the Athletic Office, it is assumed that you give the Athletic Department permission to have your son/daughter’s picture on the website.   Pictures do not have names attached to them and are used for public relations reasons only.

M. Dress/travel rules- Modified athletes who are not eligible to participate in a contest, will not be allowed to travel with the team during the suspension. All teams/athletes traveling either are dressed up or all look the same.
N. The Dryden Central School District is a member of the Commercial Travelers Mutual Insurance Program.  This is a minimal plan which is designed to supplement a parent’s/ guardian’s regular insurance.  If the parent/guardian does not have insurance, this plan may cover a portion of the expenses.

VI. Appeals Process:

A. Appeals regarding disciplinary actions may be made in writing to an Appeals Committee consisting of the Athletic Director, appropriate Administrator AND FIVE MEMBERS OF THE COACHES COUNCIL.  THOSE COACHES WHO ARE ASSIGNED TO A SPECIFIC APPEAL CANNOT HAVE THAT ATHLETE IN THEIR PROGRAM.  All Appeals Committee decisions shall be returned within twenty-four (24) hours of the receipt of the appeal. 

***Please tear off this Informed Consent Form and return it to your coach***

************************************************************************************
Informed Consent Form

Athlete’s Name: (Please print) ____________________________   Level:   Mod   JV   Var.    
Sport:  _____________________________________
By signing this Code, the athlete and his/her parents agree to comply with the Code in letter and in spirit. These responsibilities include abiding by all of the rules and regulations set forth here and any additional rules set forth by the coach, administration, school board, league or the governing body of New York State Athletics (New York State Public High School Athletic Association). We also understand that participation in athletics, contact or non-contact, involves a certain amount of risk for injury. 

*This Code of Conduct is in effect for the entire school year.*

Parent/Guardian's signature: ______________________________  
Date: ____________

Athlete's signature: ______________________________________   
Date: _____________
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